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)HpHERE are many accounts of Kelt's Rebellion, yet
JL there is little to be found about the character of Kett
himself or his relation to the neighbouring gentry. Even
his birth and his age at the time of the rising must be left
to conjecture. Kett was of Norman ancestry, a landowner
and a tanner, and his brother William, who was also hanged
after the Rebellion, is described as a butcher as well as a
landowner. At the beginning of the thirteenth century,
when Philip Augustus captured Gournai from King John,
the ancestors of Robert Kett settled in Repton Hall, Norfolk,
where their first recorded name is Le Chat. From the
earliest time the family seems to have been attached to the
more important house of Gurney, which, after the coronation
of William the Conqueror, took over responsibilities in
Norfolk as well as in Normandy. Until the Rebellion in
1549 the Ketts lived, increasing their estates as a result of the
dissolution of the monasteries, without attracting much
attention to themselves. At his death Robert Kett was
possessed, besides of Wymondham, of four or five small pro-
perties in Norfolk, which were taken from his family and
granted as a reward to Thomas Audeley, a chief opponent
in Norwich. Contemporary historians pay little tribute to
the idealism of the Ketts, but it may speak something for the
spiritual background of their home that in later generations
they intermarried with the family of William Perm in
Buckinghamshire.
Robert Kett grew up in times which were restless. The
rare combination of capacity, gallantry, and rashness he
displayed as a leader may be attributed to a limited experi-
ence of the world. " Periods of revolution," writes Froude,
" bring out and develop extraordinary characters: they
produce saints and heroes, and they produce also fanatics,